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OUTCOME OF THE 46TH MEETING OF THE HEADS OF DELEGATION (HOD 46-2014) 
 

Introduction 

0.1 The 46th Meeting of the Heads of Delegation was held on 16-17 September 2014 in the HELCOM 
Secretariat in Helsinki, Finland. 

0.2 The Meeting was attended by participants from all Contracting Parties as well by Observers from 
the Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference (BSPC), Baltic Farmers' Forum on Environment (BFFE), Coalition 
Clean Baltic (CCB), Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe - Baltic Sea Commission (CPMR), 
European Federation of National Associations of Water and Wastewater Services (EUREAU) and World Wide 
Fund for Nature (WWF). The List of Participants is contained in Annex 1. 

0.3 The Meeting was chaired by the Chair of the Helsinki Commission, Mr. Harry Liiv. 

0.4 The Meeting held one-minute silence to honour Ms. Ulla Kaarikivi-Laine, former long-term Head 
of Delegation (HOD) of Finland, who had passed away during the summer.  

0.5 The Meeting welcomed the new Head of Delegation of Germany, Ms. Monika Luxem-Fritsch and 
thanked the former HOD Romy Schroeder for her contribution and good cooperation. The Meeting further 
welcomed the new Professional Secretary at the HELCOM Secretariat, Dmitry Frank-Kamenetsky, who took 
over the post 1 July 2014. 

 Adoption of the Agenda 

Documents: 1-1, 1-2 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the Agenda as contained in document 1-1.  

 Priorities of the Estonian Chairmanship 

Documents: 2-1, 2-1-Add.1 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the HELCOM priorities during the Estonian Chairmanship (1 July 2014 
- 30 June 2016) (document 2-1), including a proposal for regional measures to reach the goals set within the 
priorities (document 2-1-Add.1). 

2.2 The Meeting congratulated Estonia for the clear and concise priorities and goals and the well-
established link to the commitments of the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Declaration. 

2.3 The Meeting took note of the following comments by the Contracting Parties and Observers on 
the proposals for regional measures of the Estonian priorities: 

- ensuring harmonization with other fora regarding hazardous substances, and the remark that Finland 
will not be ready to propose deletion of their agricultural Hot Spot by 2016, however considered the 
overall goal set for Hot Spots important; 

- appreciating that marine litter was highlighted among the Estonian priorities; 

- underlining the importance of the third priority, Assessment of environmental status and 
information, including further development of indicator-based assessment;  

- welcoming the focus on marine protected areas, the management principles for fish stocks as well 

as waste water treatment and sludge management, underlining the existing HELCOM 

Recommendation related to  small and medium size settlements; 

- reminding that in pollution management, not solely diffuse but also point sources should be 
considered, including increasing concerns for pharmaceuticals such as hormonal drugs;  

- underlining that the HELCOM platform provides an opportunity to support the implementation of 

the Marine Strategy Framework Directive. 
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 Streamlining of HELCOM 

Documents: 3-1, 3-2, 3-2-rev, 4-20 

3.1 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the Fourth Meeting of the Task Group for streamlining 
HELCOM activities, held on 2 April 2014 (document 3-1) and welcomed the progress made to finalize the new 
HELCOM working structure and the Terms of Reference for new HELCOM Groups as well as GEAR. 

3.2 The Meeting discussed the draft Terms of Reference (ToR) for the new HELCOM Groups and 
HELCOM GEAR (document 3-2, and its Attachments 1-5) as well as the comments provided by the Contracting 
Parties and Observers and revised and further commented the ToRs accordingly (documents 3-2-WP.1 and 
3-2-WP.2). 

3.3 The Meeting adopted the Terms of Reference for the new HELCOM Working Group based on 
MONAS and HABITAT as amended and contained in Annex 2, and agreed in principle on the name STATE, 
noting the German study reservation on the name. Germany was invited to clarify its study reservation by 24 
September 2014. 

3.4 The Meeting took note of document 4-20 by Sweden on Internal load of plant nutrients in the 

Baltic Sea, with the information that a number of national research projects have explored technical solutions 

to minimize effects of eutrophication through reduction of internal load of nutrients, and the proposal to 

review research and test results in a relevant HELCOM Working Group.  

3.5 The Meeting concluded that priority should be given to reducing inputs to the sea, while some 
innovative approaches to cutting nutrients could be seen as a complementary measure. 

3.6 The Meeting adopted the Terms of Reference for the new HELCOM Working Group based on 
LAND and LOAD, as amended and contained in Annex 3, and agreed in principle on the name PRESSURE, 
noting the German study reservation on the name. Germany was invited to clarify its study reservation by 24 
September 2014. 

3.7 Sweden informed that they will submit an information document on addressing internal load to 
the next meeting of HELCOM Working Group on Reduction of Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area 
and also proposed to convene a scientific seminar to further discuss this topic. 

3.8 The Meeting adopted the Terms of Reference for the new HELCOM Group on Ecosystem-based 
Sustainable Fisheries, as amended and contained in Annex 4. 

3.9 The Meeting took note of the proposal from Sweden to delete the item numbers 2 and 3 of the 
draft ToR of the Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices and insert an alternative proposal and that the 
remaining Contracting Parties could not agree to such changes since the original draft text refers to the 
commitments of the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Declaration.  

3.10 The Meeting agreed in principle on the Terms of Reference for the new Group on Sustainable 
Agricultural Practices as contained in Annex 5, noting the study reservation by Sweden regarding items 2 and 
3 and point B. The Meeting invited Sweden to clarify its study reservation by 30 September 2014. 1 

3.11 The Meeting adopted the refined Terms of Reference for the HELCOM Group on the 
Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach (HELCOM GEAR) as contained in Annex 6. 

3.12 The Meeting agreed on the new working structure of HELCOM as reflected in the organogram 
contained in Annex 7. 

3.13 The Meeting agreed that the work of the new working groups will be reviewed after two years. 

 

 

                                                           
1 Sweden has lifted the study reservation on 19 September 2014 
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 Matters arising from the HELCOM Groups 

Documents: 4-1, 4-2, 4-3, 4-4, 4-5, 4-6, 4-7, 4-8, 4-9, 4-10, 4-11, 4-12, 4-13, 4-14, 4-15, 4-16, 4-17, 4-18, 

4-19, 4-21, 4-22, 4-23, 4-24, 4-25, 4-26, 4-27, 4-28 

4.1 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the First Regional Workshop for the Regional Action 
Plan on Marine Litter (RAP ML), held in Helsinki, Finland, on 27-28 May 2014 (document 4-7) and appreciated 
that the work on the Action Plan has progressed so well under the leadership of Germany with the assistance 
of the Secretariat.  

4.2 The Meeting acknowledged the following comments and information by the Contracting Parties: 

- the comment by Denmark, Finland and Sweden that the development of the plan should continue 
taking into account the corresponding action plan developed in OSPAR; 

- that the EU welcomes the direction the RAP ML is taking, and that the EU has agreed upon an 
aspirational target to reduce marine litter by 30% by 2020 to which the RAP ML will contribute, and 
that in addition to national and regional measures, action and measures on the European level could 
be considered and proposed; 

- the comment by Lithuania proposing to coordinate the relevant targets to reduce marine litter - the 
2013 HELCOM Ministerial Declaration to reduce marine litter by 2025; BSAP Good Ecological Status 
by 2021 and EU level Good Environmental Status by 2020 - i.e. by defining mid-term and long-term 
goals;  

- the comment by Finland to mention in the preamble of the RAP ML the seriousness of the problems 
and to recognize the lack of studies reflecting the scale of the problem in the Baltic Sea; 

- the comment by Denmark that they will consider the proposed commitments in the Action Plan once 
the work on the Plan has further progressed; 

- the comment by Sweden that no upper limit on the amount of garbage to be delivered to port 
reception facilities in relation to Annex V of MARPOL Convention should be specified, and that there 
should be no link between the RAP ML and the ongoing process of the Cooperation Platform on Port 
Reception Facilities. 

4.3 The Meeting noted that comments on the draft of the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter can 
be provided by 30 September 2014, after which it will be updated and further elaborated at the Second 
Workshop.  

4.4 The Meeting considered and supported the proposed structure and timetable for the further 
development of the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter and stressed the need to finalize the Plan by March 
2015 for adoption by HELCOM 36-2015. The Meeting welcomed that the 2nd draft of the Action Plan will be 
ready by the next meeting of the Heads of Delegation in December (HOD 47-2014) and that it will include a 
proposal for joint measures or regionally coordinated measures.   

4.5 The Meeting supported in principle the proposal to develop the Regional Action Plan on Marine 
Litter into a HELCOM Recommendation.  

4.6 The Meeting endorsed organizing the Second Regional Workshop for the Regional Action Plan 
on Marine Litter on 22-23 October 2014 in Stralsund, Germany. 

4.7 The Meeting thanked Germany for the financial contribution to HELCOM for a dedicated staff in 
the Secretariat to support the development of the Regional Action Plan for Marine Litter. 

Group for the Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach (GEAR) 

4.8 The Meeting took note of the outcomes of GEAR 6-2014 (document 4-6) and GEAR 7-2014 
(document 4-12) in general and noted the establishment of the Intersessional Group on Programmes of 
Measures (IG PoM). The working group will develop a proposal for joint documentation of existing and 
planned measures to reach Good Environmental Status, and explore possibilities to develop plans for new 
joint or coordinated measures, with the view of preparing a joint report related to programmes of measures 
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that the Contracting Parties that are also EU Member States can use as a joint component when reporting 
MSFD Article 13, by the end of 2015.  

4.9 The Meeting supported that the GEAR Group will develop an Action Plan to improve coherence 
in approaches of the countries and close knowledge gaps that have been identified in the course of the 
implementation of the BSAP as well as MSFD as far as EU countries are concerned. The Action Plan should be 
ready by the end of 2014 and cover planning until 2018.  

4.10 The Meeting took note that Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia have submitted information to specify 
a number of HELCOM core indicators, agreed at HOD 41-2013, that they would like to be reconsidered.  

4.11 The Meeting stressed the importance of that the HELCOM core indicators are developed jointly 
through the HELCOM CORESET II project  and encouraged all Contracting Parties to participate in the project. 

4.12 The Meeting endorsed the proposal by the Secretariat that the mentioned information should 
be considered through:  

- the upcoming CORESET II 2-2014 meeting on 29-30 September 2014, to propose ways forward from 
technical point of view; 

- GEAR 8-2014 in 8-10 October 2014, Tallinn, Estonia, to provide recommendations from point of view 
of regional coherence;  

- STATE 1-2014 on 3-7 November 2014 that will be invited to recommend which indicators should be 
further developed during the remaining time of the CORESET II project taking into account the 
proposals from the CORESET II 2-2014 and guidance from GEAR 8-2014 meeting. 

4.13 The Meeting further noted that HOD 47-2014 will be informed on how this issue has developed. 

4.14 The Meeting took note that Denmark is conducting a national analysis of HELCOM core 
indicators and was not able to meet the deadline to provide comments on the core indicators agreed at GEAR 
7-2014 and that they wish to come back with the results of such analysis to inform the CORESET II project. 
The Meeting requested Denmark to provide this information as soon as possible and preferably prior, or at 
CORESET II 2-2014 in September, which will be in time for consideration by HELCOM GEAR Group and the 
HELCOM Working Group on the State of the Environment and Nature Conservation as outlined above.  

4.15 The Meeting also noted that the list of HELCOM core indicators resulting from CORESET II will 
be presented to HOD for adoption at the end of the CORESET II project, i.e. in June 2015, and clarified that 
the list will be used in the development of the Second Holistic Assessment of the Baltic Sea. The Meeting 
endorsed organizing the Eighth Meeting of HELCOM GEAR on 8-10 October 2014 in Tallinn, Estonia. 

4.16 The Meeting took note of the joint NGO paper on Priorities for MSFD Programmes and 
Measures, submitted by CCB (document 4-13). 

4.17 The Meeting took note the proposal by CCB on SEA directive and Espoo Convention 
requirements for the MSFD Programme of Measures (PoM) (document 4-19) and noted the view of CCB that 
GEAR could have a coordinating responsibility for assessing transboundary impacts of SEAs. In regard to SEAs 
the Meeting noted: 

- that Sweden and Finland consider that the conduction of  bilateral communications or workshops 
could be a short-term way of proceeding and this could be discussed in the IG PoM under GEAR that 
to conduct an international SEA would require a significant administrative effort not foreseen as 
possible to carry out through GEAR within the given timeframe; 

- the comment by the EU that the MSFD requires that implications of programmes of measures beyond 
national waters are considered. 

4.18 The Meeting took note that a flexible solution to consider cross-border issues of programmes of 
measures should be sought for and invited GEAR to consider possible steps on the matter at its next meeting. 

  



Outcome of HOD 46-2014 
 

 

Page 6 of 31 
 

 

Monitoring and Assessment Group (MONAS) 

4.19 The Meeting took note of the outcomes of MONAS 20-2014 and MORE 9-2014 (document 4-4) 
in general, and specifically: 

- considered the request by MONAS to clarify when the MAI/CART should be reached and took note 
of the reference by the Executive Secretary to the relevant provision in BSAP and the 2013 Ministerial 
Declaration; 

- noted that the lack of a HELCOM expert group on hazardous substances is hindering the work of 
developing core indicators and coordinated monitoring programmes of hazardous substances; 

- took note that a draft version of the HELCOM Monitoring Manual has been reviewed by the 
Contracting Parties and that comments will be taken into account by the project coordinating 
function and that any outstanding issues will be resolved at the next MORE meeting to be held on 1-
2 October 2014 in Helsinki, Finland. The Meeting endorsed that the first version of the HELCOM 
Monitoring Manual will be published through this consultation process by 15 October 2014; 

- noted that there are no financial resources to support a project coordinating function of the MORE 
project after October 2014, while i.e. the revision and development of new guidelines for monitoring 
is still not completed, thus, there is a need for the upcoming meeting of the Working Group STATE 
to consider how the work could continue; 

- agreed to hold the first meeting of the new Working Group STATE in Estonia, and invited Estonia to 
consider whether the meeting could be extended by one day and held on 3-7 November 2014. 

4.20 The Meeting took note of the presentation on the project description of the Second Holistic 
Assessment of the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II) as contained in document 4-11, taking note of: 

- the support from the EU to the project, while commenting the need to fine-tune the link between 
state, pressures, and impacts so that the project fulfills the purpose of serving as a roof report for 
articles 8, 9, and 10; 

- that German experts have provided detailed comments to the project description that will be 
considered in the further development of the project; 

- the comment by Poland concerning how to harmonize the methodology of HELCOM assessment with 
MSFD reporting demands and the ongoing review of the Commission Decision on Methodological 
Standards for Good Environmental Status. 

4.21 The Meeting noted that HELCOM GEAR has agreed in principle that the Second Holistic 
Assessment should be developed so that it can be used by the Contracting Parties also being EU Member 
States as a joint roof report for the 2018 reporting obligations under MSFD Articles 8, 9, and 10, thus there 
is a common understanding among the EU Member States on this matter, and recognized that this will 
require some flexibility in the project implementation to accommodate for possible changes in EC guidelines 
for reporting and methodological standards.  

4.22 The Meeting agreed in principle on the project HOLAS II as contained in document 4-11 
recognizing that some components need further development. The Meeting invited the upcoming Core Team 
of the project to further elaborate on the project details and description, and develop a roadmap for carrying 
out the project as soon as possible to be reported to GEAR and HODs. 

4.23 The Meeting requested the Contracting Parties to nominate their representatives to the 
HELCOM Core Team by informing Professional Secretary Ulla Li Zweifel (ullali.zweifel@helcom.fi) by 30 
September 2014. 

4.24 The Meeting noted that the Secretariat has applied to the Nordic Council of Ministers for funding 
for HOLAS II, which if granted, will still be insufficient to secure the whole of the needed financing. 

mailto:ullali.zweifel@helcom.fi
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4.25 The Meeting discussed additional funding opportunities for carrying out the project, invited the 
Contracting Parties to contribute to the budget of the project, and welcomed the offer from Sweden to 
finance the Project Coordinator of HOLAS II as outlined in the tentative budget, i.e. a 50% post.  

4.26 The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to consider taking the lead on specific components 
of social and economic analysis as outlined in the project description. 

4.27 The Meeting took note of the information by Finland that they are discussing the possibility to 
offer a chair for the HOLAS project. Considering the large undertaking of the HOLAS Project, the decision will 
depend on the support for and implementation structure of the project.  

4.28 The Meeting also took note of the suggestion by the Russian Federation for project team staff.  

4.29 The Meeting took note of the information by the EU that a Call to support the MSFD 
implementation has been launched with the title "Best practices for action plans to develop integrated, 
regional monitoring programmes, coordinated programmes of measures and addressing data and knowledge 
gaps in coastal and marine waters". 

4.30 The Meeting tasked the Secretariat to start developing a proposal for an application to this call 
based on gaps and knowledge needs identified in HELCOM and to support the work by GEAR.  

Implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan in Russia (BASE Project) 

4.31 The Meeting took note of the results and summary of the BASE Project on Implementation of 
the Baltic Sea Action Plan in Russia as well as the BASE Project Final Report, prepared jointly by the BASE 
Project Implementation Unit located in the Secretariat and the Russian Partner (document 4-16). 

4.32 The Meeting thanked the Project Implementation Unit, the Russian Partner Saint-Petersburg 
Public Organization “Ecology and Business”, other stakeholders involved and the Secretariat for the 
execution and successful finalization of the BASE project. Russia stressed the high importance of the BASE 
Project for implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan. 

Maritime Spatial Planning Working Group (HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG) 

4.33 The Meeting took note of the outcome of HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG 9-2014 (document 4-14) in 
general, and specifically: 

- took note of the outcome of the intersessional meeting on the ecosystem-based approach in MSP 
and endorsed the organizing of a workshop on the ecosystem-based approach in MSP to start up the 
work on drafting the “Guidelines on the application of Ecosystem Approach in transnationally 
coherent MSP” tentatively on 15-16 December 2014 in Helsinki, Finland; 

- endorsed the organizing of HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG 10-2014 on 29-30 January 2015 in Helsinki, 
Finland, with focus on preparing the Guidelines as agreed within the Regional Baltic Maritime Spatial 
Planning Roadmap 2013-2020. 

4.34 The Meeting noted that the VASAB Ministerial Conference will be held on 26 September 2014 
in Tallinn, where e.g. common HELCOM-VASAB deliverables are expected to be endorsed/presented, as 
appropriate (Regional Baltic MSP Roadmap 2013-2020, the joint HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG report 2010-
2013), and noted that HELCOM has been given a possibility to make a statement at the Conference. Further, 
the Meeting invited Estonia, in their capacity as the chairing country in both HELCOM and VASAB, to seek 
possibilities for having VASAB reflecting in their Ministerial Declaration the 2013 HELCOM Copenhagen 
Ministerial Declaration and the respective reference to the ecosystem approach. The Meeting endorsed the 
proposal for holding a meeting, to be hosted by the HELCOM Secretariat, with the aim to develop ToR for 
regional work on MSP relevant data and with the aim to consider a possible sub-group on MSP data to 
HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG (document 4-15). 

4.35 The Meeting took note of the following comments and information by the Contracting Parties, 
also with regard to the regional work on MSP data: 

- by the EU that they consider the work of HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG important and relevant with 
regard to the future implementation of the new EU Directive establishing a framework for Maritime 
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Spatial Planning, and that there are plans to deal with the data in the context of MSP also on EU level, 
thus some consideration needs to be given as to how to organize the regional and EU work to avoid 
duplication of efforts;  

- by Sweden that they are intensifying the work on MSP, including that a new law on MSP has been 
issued and maritime spatial plans will be prepared for the Swedish maritime areas both in the Baltic 
Sea and North Sea; 

- by Denmark that the national work on maritime spatial planning overall, and specifically on MSP 
relevant data, is only in progress, therefore Denmark will not be in a position, for the time being, to 
participate in the regional discussion on MSP relevant data; 

- by Estonia that they are interested to learn how other countries are doing Integrated Coastal 
Management and how they are addressing the need to have coherent planning across coastal zone; 

- by Poland that a roundtable on MSP will be jointly arranged by national authorities and WWF as one 
of the series of roundtables on issues related to the Baltic Sea;  

- by Russia that the Ministry of Regional Development has been discontinued and its responsibilities 
have been delegated to other state authorities.   

Maritime Group (MARITIME) 

4.36 The Meeting approved in principle the proposal for updated Terms of Reference for HELCOM 
AIS EWG as contained in document 4-8, pending the clarification of a study reservation by Russia by 20 
October 2014. 

4.37 The Meeting considered the Terms of Reference for Joint HELCOM/OSPAR Task Group on Ballast 
Water Management Convention Exemptions, 2014-2015, as contained in document 4-10 and noted that 
Germany and Russia are proposing some amendments to the ToR. The Meeting took note of the explanation 
by the Executive Secretary that the ToR might have been already agreed in principle in OSPAR and that the 
Secretariat will consult the OSPAR Secretariat on this matter. 

4.38 The Meeting agreed that the Secretariat will distribute the ToR with indication of proposed 
amendments by the two countries to the Contracting Parties for consideration. If no agreement could be 
reached on the ToR via correspondence, it will be considered by the next meeting of HELCOM Maritime 
Group.  

4.39 Without prejudice to the EU decision on financing, the Meeting agreed in principle on the 
HELCOM involvement in a project proposal on the implementation of the Ballast Water Management 
Convention to LIFE+ as outlined in an e-mail sent by the Executive Secretary to the Heads of Delegation.  

4.40 The Meeting took note of the information by the Secretariat that since no agreement could be 
reached by all HELCOM countries via the established e-mail procedure on submitting to IMO MEPC the 
notification on adequate PRF for passenger vessels’ sewage, the notification will be discussed in the 
upcoming meeting of the Maritime Group. The Meeting noted that the lack of agreement by Poland, Russia 
and Germany on notification to MEPC 67 seems to be of technical character, therefore there is a positive 
outlook as to solving i.a. the remaining technical matters and having the submission made to MEPC 68.  

4.41 The Meeting welcomed the financial contribution offered to the Secretariat by Sweden and 
Finland to support the work on Port Reception Facilities, including PRF Cooperation Platform. 

4.42 The Meeting took note of the information by Finland on the follow-up of launching of Platform 
for Green Technology and Alternative Fuel for Shipping since January 2014, including the development of a 
Road Map discussed at the Baltic Sea Day in St. Petersburg in March 2014, and Green Shipping Conference 
in Moscow in April 2014 and Turku Summit in June 2014. Finland intends to make a proposal to the next 
meeting of the Maritime Group on how to take this issue further. 

Agriculture and Environment Forum (AGRI/ENV FORUM) 

4.43 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the Sixth Meeting of the HELCOM Baltic Agriculture 
and Environment Forum (AGRI/ENV 6-2014) (document 4-1), and supported the provisional planning for 
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further work as contained in the outcome, to be taken forward by the first meeting of the new HELCOM 
Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices. 

4.44 The Meeting agreed to hold the first meeting of the new HELCOM Group on Sustainable 
Agricultural Practices on 18-19 November 2014 and invited the Contracting Parties to consider hosting the 
meeting and to inform the Secretariat accordingly. 2 

4.45 The Meeting took note that Finland confirmed the possibility to take the lead for the work on 
nutrient content in manure, and that Finland is not yet in the position to nominate a participant for the Annex 
III revision but will come back with the nomination in a few months’ time. 

4.46 The Meeting took note of the Report on Industrial Livestock Farming in the Baltic Sea Region – 
Environmental Protection Context, submitted by CCB (document 4-25). 

Fisheries and Environment Forum (FISH/ENV FORUM) 

4.47 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the Tenth Meeting of the HELCOM Fisheries and 
Environment Forum (FISH/ENV 10-2014) (document 4-3), and supported in principle, taking into account the 
ToR for the Group, the provisional planning for further work as contained in the outcome, to be taken forward 
by the first meeting of the new group, noting that Finland and Germany will come back with some specific 
comments in this regard. 

4.48 The Meeting agreed to hold the first meeting of the Group on Ecosystem-based Sustainable 
Fisheries on 20-21 October 2014 and invited the Contracting Parties to consider hosting the meeting. If no 
hosting is offered, the meeting will take place at the premises of the HELCOM Secretariat.  

4.49 The Meeting took note of the information on joint CCB and FISH considerations regarding 
ecosystem-based multi-species management in the Baltic Sea (document 4-22). 

4.50 The Meeting took note of the progress in the development of the new HELCOM 
Recommendation on measures aimed at the reduction of discharges from fresh water and marine 
aquaculture including the intention to have the draft ready for consideration by HOD 47-2014 (document 4-
28). 

4.51 The Meeting took note of the recommendation by Estonia to use the term aquaculture when it 
is meant to cover more species than only fish and use the term fish farming for fish species, and of the 
information by Finland that they will still come back with their consolidated comments to the draft 
Recommendation.  

4.52 The Meeting took note of the Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) position paper on principles and 
requirements for Sustainable Aquaculture in the Baltic Sea Region (document 4-26) as well as the joint NGO 
paper on priorities for environmentally responsible aquaculture in the EU (document 4-27) and agreed that 
these should be taken into account in the process of the drafting of the new Recommendation on 
aquaculture. 

Nature Conservation and Biodiversity Group (HABITAT) 

4.53 The Meeting took note of the outcome of HABITAT 16-2014 held on 13-16 May 2014 in 
Gothenburg, Sweden (document 4-5) in general, and specifically: 

- endorsed the establishment of an intersessional Task Group on HELCOM MPAs that will define the 
data and information needs in the new HELCOM MPA database considering that it should support 
the analysis of ecological coherence, MPA management plans and the effectiveness of the 
management plans; 

- noted that the Secretariat has applied for funding to the Nordic Council of Ministers to carry out 
ecological coherence analysis of MPAs; 

                                                           
2 Note by the Secretariat: Some Contracting Parties have indicated that the date set by HOD 46-2014 is not suitable 
and the new date is 20-21 November 2014. 
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- took note of the ongoing work and time plan for developing new HELCOM Recommendations on 
Conservation of Baltic Sea species, as well as underwater biotopes, habitats and biotope complexes 
that are threatened according to the HELCOM Red Lists published last year. 

4.54 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Sweden to financially support the development of the MPA 
database, noting the request that the HELCOM database should in principle use the same basic format as 
OSPAR database, but also taking into consideration shortcomings identified in tests of the OSPAR MPA 
database. Sweden furthermore informed on a national study on connectivity that will be completed by the 
end of September 2014 and that can be shared with the Working Group STATE. 

4.55 The Meeting took note that the European Commission is preparing a report on the progress in 
the establishment of marine protected areas as required by MSFD Article 21 and that the conclusions of this 
report could feed into the discussion of the intersessional MPA group. The European Commission further 
proposed that HELCOM work on MPAs should consider the ongoing EEA work on MPAs. 

4.56 The Meeting took note of the concern raised by Denmark whether this was the right time for 
modernizing the HELCOM MPA database. The Meeting took note of the clarification that an analysis of 
ecological coherence of the HELCOM MPA network by 2015 was agreed in the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial 
Declaration and that an update of the database has been identified as necessary to conduct such an analysis 
properly and efficiently. Spatial protection measures as part of programmes of measures will also benefit 
from recent analyses of the MPA network as far as possible.  

4.57 The Meeting noted the apologies by Finland for not being able to meet the agreed commenting 
deadline on the draft recommendations on conservation plans. The Meeting further noted that Finnish 
experts propose to develop guidelines for developing HELCOM Recommendations, e.g. how to write the 
preamble part. 

4.58 The Meeting took note of the information on legal implications of the CFP and NATURA 2000, 
submitted by CCB (document 4-23). 

4.59 The Meeting welcomed the substantial contribution from CCB and took note that a number of 
Contracting Parties will study them in detail to consider in their national work. 

4.60 The Meeting took note that Sweden has commissioned a report to make an inventory of fishing 
measures in protected areas. 

4.61 The Meeting took note of the letter by Oceana, WWF, CCB and FISH to Nature Directors of 
coastal Member States in the Baltic Sea and North Sea regions, requesting for active involvement in the 
development of fisheries measures necessary for the compliance with obligations under the European Union 
environmental and nature legislation (document 4-24). 

Land-based Pollution Group (LAND) 

4.62 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the 19th Meeting of the HELCOM Land-based Pollution 
Group (LAND 19-2014) (document 4-9) in general, and specifically: 

- supported the proposal by HELCOM LOAD and HELCOM LAND to hold the first meeting of the new 
HELCOM Working Group PRESSURE on 30-31 October 2014 in Finland; 

- thanked Mr. Leonid Korovin, serving as the Chair of HELCOM LAND for many years, for his work and 
dedication to HELCOM matters and efforts, and asked the Secretariat to likewise thank all other 
Chairs and Vice-chairs of the former HELCOM groups for their contribution. 

4.63 Following up the discussion at the LAND meeting, the Meeting took note that Finland would like 
to receive more information from Poland related to calculation of the nutrient input from the Wislinka and 
Police phosphogypsum dumpsites to the Baltic Sea to gain a clear picture of the impact of the dumpsite on 
the marine environment. Poland emphasised that mass media is not a confident source of information on 
the state of the environment. Poland indicated that the information provided by experts concerning 
environmental situation around Wislinka phosphogypsum stack is reliable and all the necessary measures 
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were implemented. Partners agreed to continue cooperation in exchanging information related to sources 
of negative environmental load in cooperative and open way in the frame of the Working Group PRESSURE. 

4.64 The Meeting decided to postpone the deletion of sub Hot Spot 18.1 “Construction of new sewer 
connections” from the HELCOM Hot Spot List until further information exchange and discussion at the 47th 
Meeting of the Heads of Delegation in December 2014. The Meeting took note that Sweden requested a 
study reservation, and that Finland will formulate in writing, by 1 October 2014 to the Secretariat, the 
particular questions to which answers are required in order to consider the deletion of Hot Spot. Russia will 
be ready to respond with additional information as needed by 15 October 2014.  

4.65 The Meeting considered the draft PLC-5.5 final report (document 4-18) and noted that Germany 
need an additional week for finalizing reviewing of the PLC-5.5 and submission of the comments to the 
Secretariat. 

4.66 The Meeting approved in principle publication of the PLC-5.5 once the comments by Germany 
are received and clarified.  

4.67 The Meeting considered draft Guidelines for PLC-Water (document 4-21) and took note of a 
study reservation by Russia for national consultations of the final report by 31 October 2014.  

4.68 The Meeting took note of the comments by Sweden, Finland and Denmark related to compliance 
of the quality assurance procedures of the PLC-Water to the EU requirements and also comparability to 
OSPAR.  

4.69 The Meeting took note of the comment by Sweden that the guidelines have a new reporting 
item which relates to uncertainty on national data sets. The Meeting further noted the suggestion of Sweden 
to organize a workshop back-to-back with a meeting dealing with LOAD issues to discuss and secure a 
common approach to this reporting.  

4.70 The Meeting approved in principle the PLC-Water Guidelines pending the clarification of the 
study reservation by Russia and noting that some further fine-tuning to the guidelines will be made.  

4.71 The Meeting found it important to start cooperating more closely with river basin commissions 
in order to engage them in the work on CART and PLC and requested Working Group PRESSURE to consider 
this at their first meeting when developing a working programme.  

4.72 The Meeting took note of progress in conversion the HELCOM database of water born nutrient 
load to the new version designed according to PLC-Water Guidelines and development of the Web 
Application for Reporting and Data Quality Assurance and supported the road map of developing web-based 
PLC reporting system. 

4.73 The Meeting took note of the information on progress with follow-up of the HELCOM nutrient 
reduction scheme (document 4-17) and supported the roadmap for implementing the MAI-CART follow-up 
process. 

4.74 The Meeting noted that the updating and full operationalization of the MAI-CART follow-up will 
require further work and filling in the knowledge gaps, e.g. regarding transboundary inputs, for which 
dedicated expert resources and a formal arrangement, or a project will need to be established, and requested 
the new Working Group PRESSURE to prioritize this work and come up with a proposal how the work could 
be organized for the HOD 47-2014 meeting in December. 

4.75 The Meeting took note of the comment by the EU that measures to implement MAI and CART 
would represent an example of coordinated measures that the Contracting Parties being EU member states 
take as part of their programmes of measures under MSFD. 

4.76 The Meeting also took note of the information by Poland that they intend to have the 
consultation on their CART finalized through a decision of the Council of Ministers as part of the programmes 
of measures under MSFD.  

4.77 The Meeting considered the revised HELCOM Guidelines for Management of Dredged Material 
at Sea and the draft revised reporting format (document 4-2). Since there were still some minor technical 
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comments to the Guidelines, the Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide those technical 
comments to the Secretariat by 24 September 2014.  

4.78 The Meeting noted that the draft Guidelines are aligned, as far as applicable, with the respective 
OSPAR Guidelines as well as reporting under the London Convention, and they represent the scientific and 
technical advice on performing dredging.  

4.79 The Meeting welcomed an offer by the co-lead countries Germany and Lithuania to have 
trilateral discussions with Denmark with respect to the applicability of the Guidelines as well as comments 
they may have to the draft.   

4.80 The Meeting adopted in principle the revised HELCOM Guidelines for Management of Dredged 
Material at Sea and the draft revised reporting format (document 4-2) pending the clarification of the study 
reservation by Russia for national consultation. Russia has been requested to clarify their study reservation 
by 31 October 2014 and inform the Secretariat accordingly.  

4.81 The Meeting took note that at this stage Sweden is not in position to report on beneficial use of 
dredged material. 

 HELCOM institutional and organisational matters 

Documents: 5-1, 5-2 

5.1 The Meeting considered the revised budget estimate for 2015-2016 as well as a revised budget 
frame for the future years including a plan for gradual introduction of inflationary compensation (document 
5-2) and, following the request by a number of Contracting Parties, agreed to return to the matter in the 47th 
Meeting of the Heads of Delegation (HOD 47-2014) in December so that the budget and budget frame can 
be submitted for adoption by the 36th Meeting of the Commission (HELCOM 36-2015). 

5.2 The Meeting considered the initial proposal for modernized observer guidelines (document 5-1) 
and requested the Secretariat to prepare the next draft, taking into account input provided by CCB and 
Finland, for the 47th Meeting of the Heads of Delegation (HOD 47-2014) so that the new guidelines can be 
adopted by the 36th Meeting of the Commission (HELCOM 36-2015).  

 Any other business 

Documents: 6-1, 6-2, 6-3, 6-4, 6-5 

6.1 The Meeting took note of the resolution by the Nordic Council on the use of the Best Available 
Technology (BAT) in wastewater treatment plants (WWTP) in the Baltic Sea (document 6-1) as well as on 
aquaculture in recirculation systems (document 6-2) and thanked for the contribution and noted that 
HELCOM is working on a new Recommendation on aquaculture. 

6.2 The Meeting took note of a summary of the follow-up on HELCOM Communication Strategy 
(document 6-4) and urged to nominate communication focal points from national as well as EU level, by 9 
December 2014.  

6.3 The meeting supported in principle to arrange a HELCOM branding workshop among the 
nominated communication focal points, to assist in the continuous reconstruction and maintenance of the 
well-perceived HELCOM brand. 

6.4 The Meeting took note of the information on HELCOM and other meetings in 2014-2015 
(document 6-3) and advised the Secretariat to revise the document to reflect the new working structure with 
new Groups in particular to change the dates of the planned first meeting of the Working Group STATE to 3-
7 November 2014, in Estonia. 

6.5 The Meeting took note of the information by the European Union that updated information on 
meetings of the EU MSFD Common Implementation Strategy is available on the CIRCABC website. 
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6.6 The Meeting took note of the information by Russia regarding the next Baltic Sea Days to be 
held in March 2015.  

6.7 The Meeting took note of the information on the International Conference “Impact of Shipping 
on Air in Northern Europe”, to be held in St. Petersburg, Russian Federation, on 30 September – 1 October 
2014 (document 6-5). 

 Next meeting(s) of HELCOM and HOD 

Documents: 7-1 

7.1 The Meeting discussed the Provisional Agenda for HELCOM 36-2015 (3-4 March 2015), including 
the possibility to arrange a Stakeholder Conference on 2 March 2015 on the implementation of the Marine 
Litter Action Plan, or other chosen theme (document 7-1) and agreed that marine litter as well as follow-up 
of the MAI/CART scheme could be relevant topics for the Stakeholder Conference. However, the Meeting 
considered it was too early to decide on the topic and that a decision should be taken at the next meeting of 
the Heads of Delegation pending further development of the action plan. 

7.2 The Meeting considered holding a High-Level Segment on 3 March as part of the regular Helsinki 
Commission meeting, followed by a Press Conference. The Meeting was of the opinion that it was too early 
to convene a meeting with the aim of producing a new Ministerial Declaration and that there was a need for 
clarification on the purpose and possible form of such a high-level segment. A proposal raised at the Meeting 
was that the high-level segment could take a debate-like form also involving stakeholders. The Executive 
Secretary in consultation with the Chair will provide an amended proposal for the Agenda for HELCOM 36-
2015 for the next meeting of HOD.  

7.3 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Estonia to consider holding the 48th Meeting of the Heads 
of Delegation (HOD 48-2015) in Tallinn, Estonia, and decided that the dates of the meeting will be 10-11 June 
2015.  

7.4 The 47th Meeting of the Heads of Delegation (HELCOM HOD 47-2014) will be held on 9-10 
December 2014 in Helsinki, Finland.  

 Outcome of the Meeting 

Documents: 8-1 

8.1 The Meeting adopted the Outcome of the Meeting as contained in document 8-1.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

Representing Name  Organisation E-mail address 

Chair      

Chair of HELCOM Harry Liiv Ministry of the Environment of Estonia harry.liiv@envir.ee 

Contracting Parties      

Denmark Lisbet Oelgaard *) Danish Nature Agency, Dept. for Water Planning and Marine Environment lioel@nst.dk 

Estonia Silver Vahtra *) Ministry of the Environment of Estonia silver.vahtra@envir.ee 

Estonia Urmas Lips Marine Systems Institute, Tallinn University of Technology urmas.lips@msi.ttu.ee 

EU Rhona Fairgrieve *) European Union - DG ENV rhona.fairgrieve@ec.europa.eu 

EU Aurore Maillet European Union - DG ENV Aurore.Maillet@ec.europa.eu 

Finland Eeva-Liisa Poutanen *) Ministry of the Environment of Finland eeva-liisa.poutanen@ymparisto.fi 

Finland Heikki Lehtinen Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry heikki.lehtinen@mmm.fi 

Germany Heike Imhoff *) Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety Heike.Imhoff@bmub.bund.de 

Germany Monika Luxem-Fritsch Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety monika.luxem@bmub.bund.de 

Latvia Juris Aigars *) Latvian Institute of Aquatic Ecology juris.aigars@lhei.lv 

Lithuania Dalius Krinickas *) Ministry of Environment d.krinickas@am.lt 

Lithuania Agne Kniezaite  Ministry of Environment  a.kniezaite@am.lt  

Poland Andrzej Jagusiewicz *) Chief Inspectorate of Environmental Protection a.jagusiewicz@gios.gov.pl 

Poland Malgorzata Ochorok Jedynak Chief Inspectorate of Environmental Protection m.ochorok@gios.gov.pl 

Poland Justyna Szumlicz Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development justyna.szumlicz@minrol.gov.pl 

Russia Natalia Tretiakova *) Ministry of Natural Resources and the Environment of the Russian Federation nataliat@mnr.gov.ru 

Russia Leonid Korovin Saint-Petersburg Public Organization "Ecology and Business" korovinl@helcom.ru  

Russia Natalia Kutaeva Marine Rescue Service of Rosmorrechflot (MRS) kutaevang@smpcsa.ru 

Russia Dmitry Otorochkin Embassy of the Russian Federation in Helsinki rusembassy@co.inet.fi 

Sweden Anders Alm *) Ministry of Environment anders.alm@regeringskansliet.se 

Sweden Laura Piriz Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management laura.piriz@havochvatten.se 

 

*) Head of Delegation 
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Observers 

BSPC Christina Gestrin Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference, Parliament of Finland christina.gestrin@eduskunta.fi 

BSPC Martina Kramer Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference, State Parliament of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern Martina.Kramer@landtag-mv.de 

BFFE Liisa Pietola Baltic Farmers Forum on Environment, Central Union of Agricultural Producers and 

Forest Owners (MTK) 

liisa.pietola@mtk.fi 

BFFE Rikard Korkman  

 

Baltic Farmers Forum on Environment, Svenska lantbruksproducenternas 

centralförbund (SLC) 

rikard.korkman@slc.fi 

CCB Gunnar Norén Coalition Clean Baltic gunnar.noren@ccb.se 

CPMR Janne Tamminen Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR) Baltic Sea Commission, 

Helsinki-Uusimaa Region 

janne.tamminen@uudenmaanliitto.fi 

EUREAU Saijariina Toivikko European Federation of National Associations of Water and Wastewater Services, 

Finnish Water Utilities Association 

saijariina.toivikko@vvy.fi 

WWF Pauli Merriman World Wide Fund for Nature, WWF Baltic Ecoregion Programme Pauli.Merriman@wwf.se 

HELCOM Secretariat      

Executive Secretary Monika Stankiewicz Helsinki Commission monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi 

Professional Secretary Dmitry Frank-Kamenetsky Helsinki Commission dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi 

Professional Secretary Ulla Li Zweifel Helsinki Commission ullali.zweifel@helcom.fi 

Information Secretary Johanna Laurila Helsinki Commission johanna.laurila@helcom.fi 

Administrative Officer Satu Raisamo Helsinki Commission satu.raisamo@helcom.fi 
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TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR HELCOM WORKING GROUP ON THE STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE CONSERVATION 

(WG STATE)  *) 

The new subsidiary body will cover monitoring and assessment theme as well as nature conservation and 
biodiversity protection theme in HELCOM with a specific arrangement for its work, including meetings, in 
order to cater for the needs to efficiently cover both themes:  

 two co-chairs representing monitoring/assessment theme and biodiversity/nature conservation 
theme are to be elected, 

 meetings of the WG will be organized in such a way that parts of the meeting covering specific topics 
under monitoring and assessment theme as well as nature conservation and biodiversity protection 
theme will be held back-to-back, and common issues to both themes are addressed within a joint 
session placed in between the theme-wise sessions; agenda will be organized accordingly, 

 theme-wise sessions will be chaired by relevant co-chairs and joint sessions are to be chaired by both 
co-chairs, 

 common agenda will be prepared by the co-chairs together with the Secretariat.   

Functioning of this arrangement for the work of the new subsidiary body will be evaluated after two years. 

A major common topic will be to work across monitoring-indicators-assessment chain in order to provide a 
stronger basis for coordinated development of the HELCOM thematic assessment tools and a coherent 
holistic assessment of the ecosystems health, including Baltic Sea Pressure Index and Impact Index.  

This requires scrutinizing and integrating on technical-scientific level the outcomes of various expert groups 
and projects covering most of all eutrophication, hazardous substances and biodiversity, but also linking the 
relevant results produced by other subsidiary bodies (e.g. pressures from shipping) into a one coherent 
system. 

This arrangement will ensure that nature protection and biodiversity, including marine protected areas, red 
listing of species and habitats as well as proposing nature conservation and other measures will continue to 
receive a prominent place in HELCOM work. 

The work will follow the assessment cycles and deadlines agreed in Baltic Sea Action Plan and the Ministerial 
Declarations (Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach), meaning that not all the issues will be 
taken up on each occasion, but the agenda will be more flexible, planned according to the finalized/upcoming 
tasks.   

The new subsidiary body will have the role to provide the necessary scientific-technical expertise and advice, 
including review of the content of deliverables produced by working groups, projects and ad hoc activities.  

The WG will be responsible for producing and contributing, as appropriate, to deliverables and milestones of 
the Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach, in a manner coordinated with other ongoing 
HELCOM processes. The WG will cooperate with other subsidiary bodies i.e. on cross cutting issues, including 
with GEAR to the extent necessary for GEAR to ensure integration and coherence of work to reach Good 
Environmental Status of the marine environment across the working groups. It will seek synergies with work 
carried out in other fora e.g. the relevant work undertaken in EU, ICES and OSPAR, and map these into the 
working programme.  

The WG will be complemented with ad hoc working arrangements, i.e. expert and correspondence groups, 
intersessional processes, and projects with specific tasks and limited duration as they are an efficient and 
flexible way of working to solve specific problems, address urgent issues, and develop clearly identified 
products according to predefined deadlines. The support by the ad hoc arrangements will allow a new 
working structure to focus their work on reviewing the results, providing advice and guidance, and developing 
policy recommendations, according to its respective mandate. The Roadmap of HELCOM activities on 
ecosystem approach will be used as a planning tool for such HELCOM ad hoc work. 

___________________________________ 

*) Study reservation by Germany on the name 
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Based on the general rule that projects are decided by the Heads of Delegation, the Working Group will have 
an initiative to propose setting up projects. 

Meetings will be scheduled to keep up with the HELCOM activities and coordinate with other relevant 
meetings. 

Terms of Reference of the Working Group 

1. The duties are to: 
A. Advice the Commission in carrying out its duties under Article 20 of the Helsinki Convention, especially 

in relation to Articles 3, 7, 11, 13, 15, 16, 24 as well as Annex V; 
B. Provide technical and scientific support for the implementation of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan, 

Ministerial Declarations and HELCOM Recommendations as well as propose strategies, guidelines and 
recommendations in the area of its expertise according to the existing priorities as well as requests by 
the Heads of Delegations and subsidiary bodies;  

C. Coordinate and implement the monitoring and assessment activities of HELCOM related to biodiversity, 
and status of and effects on the marine environment with regards to eutrophication, hazardous 
substances,  including radioactive substances, marine litter and underwater noise, as well as integrated 
assessment of human pressures and their impacts affecting the sea state, thereby implementing the 
HELCOM Monitoring and Assessment Strategy; 

D. Review, develop and promote the implementation of HELCOM goals for biodiversity protection, nature 
conservation and sustainable use of natural resources; 

E. Develop, propose and follow-up measures for protection of biodiversity and nature conservation. 

To fulfill these duties the Working Group will: 

1. Ensure implementation of the HELCOM Monitoring and Assessment Strategy, including development of 
necessary manuals and guidelines i.a. related to quality assurance, taking into account the existing 
international guidance documents; 

2. Be responsible for functioning of the HELCOM Joint Coordinated Monitoring system covering all aspects 
from flora and fauna of the Baltic Sea to water quality and human pressures; 

3. Be responsible for that HELCOM core indicators, with associated targets are developed and 
operationalized to serve e.g. holistic assessments according to the goals and objectives of the Baltic Sea 
Action Plan, HELCOM Ministerial Declarations, and the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive for those 
Contracting Parties also being EU Member States; 

4. Guide periodic assessments of: 

- biodiversity, eutrophication, hazardous substances, marine litter and underwater noise, thereby 
providing building blocks for HELCOM Holistic assessments; 

- threat status of Baltic Sea species and habitats/biotopes; 
- the status and progress towards an ecologically coherent and effectively managed network of 

HELCOM coastal and marine Protected Areas (MPAs), and strive for harmonized approach in 
reporting, including its timing taking into account the work on global and European level; 

- regional climate change and its implications on the Baltic Sea ecosystem in cooperation with Baltic 
Earth (BALTEX), and recommend actions as appropriate; 

5. Assess human pressures and impacts as part of the Holistic assessments, e.g. utilizing inputs from other 
HELCOM subsidiary bodies on e.g. waterborne and airborne inputs of nutrients and hazardous 
substances, oils spills, etc.; 

6. Prepare proposals for measures for the conservation and protection of species and coastal and marine 
habitats and biotopes and follow up on implementation of measures, e.g. in order to initiate protection 
of highly endangered species and threatened habitats and biotopes; 

7. Further develop the system of coastal and marine protected areas and promote monitoring and research 
in these areas; 
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8. Cooperate with, and seek synergies with relevant work carried out in other international organizations 
and institutions and processes relevant for the group such as ICES, EEA, JRC, OSPAR, Convention on 
Biological Diversity, MSFD Common Implementation Strategy, etc.; 

9. Develop and maintain the regional data and information systems needed to carry out its tasks; 
10. Contribute to other deliverables and activities as requested and prioritized by HELCOM. 

 
The Working Group will report to the Heads of Delegation.  
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TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR HELCOM WORKING GROUP ON REDUCTION OF PRESSURES FROM THE BALTIC SEA CATCHMENT 

AREA (WG PRESSURE)  *) 

The new subsidiary body will have the role to provide the necessary technical underpinning to the work on 
nutrient and hazardous substances inputs from diffuse sources and point sources on land, including to the 
follow-up of the implementation of the nutrient reduction scheme. It will focus on developing solutions to 
the policy-relevant questions and needs. 

The WG will investigate implementation progress to identify gaps and reduction potential in different land 
sectors and in non-Contracting Parties and will come up with proposals for measures or actions to address 
these.  

The group will also lead the work on marine litter in HELCOM, including addressing sources on land and 
coordination of implementation of the upcoming Regional Marine Litter Action Plan with other subsidiary 
bodies according to their respective expertise. The WG will also lead the HELCOM work on underwater noise 
at sea, likewise in cooperation with other subsidiary bodies.  

The WG will be responsible for producing and contributing, as appropriate, to deliverables and milestones of 
the Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach, in a manner coordinated with other ongoing 
HELCOM processes. The group will cooperate with other subsidiary bodies i.e. on cross cutting issues, 
including with GEAR to the extent necessary for GEAR to ensure integration and coherence of work to reach 
Good Environmental Status of the marine environment across the working groups. The Group will seek 
synergies with work carried out in other forums e.g. related to EU, OSPAR, Gothenburg Protocol under the 
UN ECE CLRTAP, EUSBSR, and map these into its working programme.  

The work will follow the assessment cycles and deadlines agreed in Baltic Sea Action Plan and the Ministerial 
Declarations (Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach), meaning that not all the issues will be 
taken up on each occasion, but the agenda will be more flexible, planned according to the finalized/upcoming 
tasks. 

The WG will guide and utilize the results of HELCOM work on pollution load compilations in ad hoc structures, 
e.g. in order to orientate these towards more policy usable reports and products. 

The WG will ensure the necessary expertise to respond to requests to assess specific pollution sources at 
land as need may be. Priority is given to reducing inputs. Being aware of the need to speed up the steps 
towards the recovery of the Baltic Sea, innovative measures may be needed as complementary action. 

The Working Group will be complemented with ad hoc working arrangements, i.e. expert and 
correspondence groups, intersessional processes, and projects with specific tasks and limited duration as 
they are an efficient and flexible way of working to solve specific problems, address urgent issues, and 
develop clearly identified products according to predefined deadlines. The support by the ad hoc 
arrangements will allow the WG to focus their work on reviewing the results, providing advice and guidance, 
and developing policy recommendations, according to its respective mandate. The Roadmap of HELCOM 
activities on ecosystem approach will be used as a planning tool for such HELCOM ad hoc work. 

Based on the general rule that projects are decided by the Heads of Delegation, the Working Group will have 
an initiative to propose setting up projects. 

Meetings will be scheduled to keep up with the HELCOM activities and coordinate with other relevant 
meetings.  

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

*) Study reservation by Germany on the name 
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Terms of Reference of the WG:  

The duties of the Working Group are to: 

A. Advice the Commission in carrying out its duties under Article 20 of the Helsinki Convention, especially 
in relation to Articles 3, 5, 6, 7, 13, 16, 24 as well as Annexes I, II and III; 

B. Provide support for the implementation of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan, Ministerial Declarations 
and HELCOM Recommendations, including preparation of implementation reports, as well as propose 
strategies, guidelines and recommendations in the area of its expertise according to the existing priorities 
as well as requests by the Heads of Delegations and subsidiary bodies; 

C. Coordinate and organize the monitoring and assessment activities of HELCOM related to waterborne and 
airborne discharges, emissions and inputs of nutrients and hazardous substances; 

D. Monitor and assess the implementation of the HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme, as well as support 
the review of the scheme based on the best available scientific knowledge in cooperation with other 
relevant subsidiary bodies and institutes and modeling centres, as may be necessary; 

E. Identify current and emerging issues related to point sources of land based pollution and assess the 
effectiveness of the measures being adopted and the need for any additional or different measures, 
including in relation to remaining hot spots from the list of the Joint Comprehensive Environmental 
Action Programme. 

To fulfill these duties the Working Group will: 

1. Develop and maintain a system to evaluate progress by the HELCOM countries in meeting their country-
allocated nutrient reduction targets of the HELCOM nutrient reductions scheme, follow-up on the 
progress and prepare reports and recommendations for improved implementation; 

2. Cooperate on pollution prevention from waste water treatment, including sustainable handling of 
sewage sludge; 

3. Cooperate to address nutrient emissions and inputs from non-Contracting Parties to meet the expected 
reductions according to the HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme, e.g. in relation to the Gothenburg 
Protocol under the UN ECE CLRTAP as well as EU NECD, the work of river basin management 
commissions/bodies; 

4. Identify and prioritize needs for further reduction of nutrients, with the aim to bridge the gap in 
translating the nutrient reduction scheme into area or site-specific implementation, with a view to, 
among others, pointing to investment needs; 

5. Follow-up major regional and national projects addressing land-based pollution from diffuse (as far as 
load compilation is concerned) and point sources with regarding the implementation of HELCOM 
commitments and come up with new initiatives based on the identified gaps; 

6. Share best practices and solutions for limiting emissions and losses of hazardous substances from existing 
sources and exchange information of EU BAT, BEP, REACH and other legislation and of activities 
concerning new and emerging substances (e.g. pharmaceuticals); 

7. Lead regional implementation of the Regional Marine Litter Action Plan and coordinate its 
implementation with relevant subsidiary bodies to enable their substantial contribution; 

8. Lead the work on underwater noise, including evaluating inputs of noise to the marine environment with 
the view to developing regional action on underwater noise as far as necessary, in coordination with 
relevant subsidiary bodies.  

9. Guide Pollution Load Compilations (PLCs) (Water, and Air in cooperation with EMEP) and continuous 
work on improving data reporting and quality, as well as prepare assessment reports meeting policy 
needs, and in relation to PLC be responsible for that: 

- HELCOM core indicators for pressures on marine environment are developed and operationalized (in 
cooperation  with EMEP) to serve e.g. holistic assessments according to the goals and objectives of 
the Baltic Sea Action Plan, HELCOM Ministerial Declarations, and the EU Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive for those Contracting Parties also being EU Member States; 
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- PLC associated technical guidelines for quality assurance are developed and updated to ensure 
confident monitoring and assessment results for inputs of nutrients and hazardous substances, 
taking into account the existing international guidance documents; 

- PLC database is developed and maintained; 
10. Respond to the requests to assess individual or newly identified point sources of pollution as may be 

needed; 
11. Cooperate with, and seek synergies with the relevant work carried out in global and European levels 

relevant for the group such as in EU, OSPAR, UNEP 2013 Minamata Convention on Mercury, EU Strategy 
for the Baltic Sea Region, etc.; 

12. Contribute to other deliverables and activities as requested and prioritized by HELCOM.  
13. Further develop and maintain additional pressure indicators, e.g. concerning inputs to the marine 

environment of noise, litter and hazardous substances and other emerging issues. 
 

The Working Group will report to the Heads of Delegation. 
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TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR HELCOM GROUP ON ECOSYSTEM-BASED SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES 

The new group will deal with fisheries in relation to the implementation of the ecosystem-based approach. 
Fisheries in the Baltic Sea is among the sectors having the largest environmental impact on the status of the 
marine environment, including its biodiversity, and The group will respond to the need to find solutions how 
the sector could further contribute to reaching Good Environmental Status of the Baltic Sea by 2021.  

The new group will involve representatives from fisheries and environment authorities of the Baltic Sea 
countries, as well as EU, and HELCOM Observers and others as appropriate. 

The Group will facilitate the implementation and follow-up the progress in fisheries-related actions of the 
HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan and Ministerial Declarations, including the 2013 Copenhagen Ministerial 
Declaration. The Group will seek to recognize the interactions between fisheries and environmental 
conservation objectives with the view to contribute to achieving the objectives of fisheries and environment 
policies simultaneously. 
 
The Group will produce and contribute, as appropriate, to relevant deliverables and milestones of the 
Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach in a manner coordinated with other ongoing HELCOM 
processes. The group will cooperate with other subsidiary bodies i.e. on cross cutting issues, including with 
GEAR to the extent necessary for GEAR to ensure integration and coherence of work to reach Good 
Environmental Status of the marine environment across the working groups. The Group will address the 
outcomes of relevant HELCOM activities and projects such as coastal fish and holistic assessments, and 
consider the best possible ways to integrate these for the relevant discussions. 
 
The Group will cooperate with ICES and will seek synergies with the work of BALTFISH under the EUSBSR.  

It should be recognized that for the EU Member states, the European Union has exclusive competence in the 
matter of conservation of marine biological resources. The group should create added value, for the HELCOM 
countries being EU members, in relation to the work on implementation of EU legislation, taking into account 
the specific needs of the Baltic Sea. 

The Group will meet once per year / three times per two years taking into account any window of 
opportunities for contributing to or interacting with other processes. The ToR of the Group will be time-
limited (5 years) and could be extended upon agreement of the HoDs. 

Terms of Reference of Group on Ecosystem-based Sustainable Fisheries 

The duties of the Group are to: 

A. Advise the Commission in carrying out its duties under Article 20 of the Helsinki Convention, especially 
in relation to Articles 3, 15, 16 and 24; 

B. Provide support for the implementation of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan, Ministerial Declarations 
and HELCOM Recommendations as well as propose strategies, guidelines and recommendations in the 
area of its expertise according to the existing priorities as well as requests by the Heads of Delegations 
and subsidiary bodies. 

To fulfill these duties the Group will: 

1. Facilitate the work and utilise the results of fish- and fisheries related work of HELCOM, including coastal 
fish network of experts (FISH-PRO II), task force on migratory fish species (FISH-M) and relevant projects; 

2. Contribute to recognizing the data gaps that prevent adequately assessing human pressures on the 
ecosystems in cooperation with relevant bodies, thus contributing to HELCOM holistic assessments; 

3. Contribute to operationalization of HELCOM fish-related core indicators from point of view of 
biodiversity, food webs and seafloor integrity (indicators on commercial fish are dealt with by ICES); 

4. In cooperation with relevant authorities and scientific institutions, address fishing practices which have 
a potential negative impact on conservation goals and/or threatened or declining species and habitats, 
especially within coastal and marine protected areas; When doing so, take into account environmental 
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issues and processes, such as oxygen depletion, pollution, habitat destruction, and migratory barriers 
which may affect the quality, abundance and distribution of fish; 

5. Further develop co-operation to implement best practices with the view to achieve the established 
objectives of HELCOM related to migratory fish species, including the corresponding BSAP targets, and in 
particular taking into account the following commitments of the Copenhagen Ministerial Meeting: 

 
19 (B) WE AGREE to follow-up initiatives addressing salmon and sea trout restoration activities and 
further development and implementation, by 2015 and onwards, in co-operation with ICES, of 

 common practices for breeding, rearing and releasing salmon and sea trout as reintroductions 
in potential salmonid rivers; 

 investigations of needed improvements for stocking practices (e.g. biological and genetical 
guidelines);   

 recommendations for riverine and estuarine management and conservation measures, such 
as fish ways for up and down migration, restoration and protection of spawning grounds, 
concerning fisheries within rivers and estuaries; 

 comparable methodology for data collection through surveys, especially on recreational 
fisheries; 

23 (B) WE AGREE to ask for advice from Regional Coordination Groups within the EU Data Collection 
Framework and ICES on how to improve data collected on such recreational fisheries, with a view to 
evaluate the impacts of such recreational fisheries on the marine environment; 

 

6. Develop a new HELCOM Recommendation on sustainable aquaculture by 2014 to substitute the existing 
HELCOM Recommendation 25/4 aiming at limiting potential environmental impacts of aquaculture 
activities taking into account the upcoming EU guidelines for aquaculture; 

7. Enhance communication and cooperation between the fisheries and environmental administrations of 
the HELCOM Contracting Parties as well as relevant bodies and institutions, and seek to establish stronger 
cooperation with ICES, BALTFISH and JBSFC, and Baltic Sea Advisory Council in order to facilitate mutually 
supportive agenda and maximize synergies between the different bodies.  

 

The Group will report to the Heads of Delegation. 
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TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR HELCOM GROUP ON SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES  

The Group will deal with agriculture in relation to the implementation of the ecosystem-based approach. 
Agriculture sector has been identified in the Baltic Sea as having important potential for environmental gains 
in relation to the nutrient losses and thus the status of the marine environment, and the group will respond 
to the need to find solutions how the sector could further contribute to reaching Good Environmental Status 
of the Baltic Sea by 2021. 

The new group will involve representatives from agriculture and environment authorities of the Baltic Sea 
countries, as well as EU, and HELCOM Observers. It will provide a platform for agri-environmental policy 
measures and instruments and joint discussion on the Baltic agriculture in the context of the protection of 
the marine environment, in order to address nutrient inputs and emissions from agriculture. 

The Group will facilitate implementation of part II Annex III of the Helsinki Convention “Prevention of 
Pollution from Agriculture”. Further it will support the implementation and follow-up the progress in the 
HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan and Ministerial Declarations, including the 2013 Copenhagen Ministerial 
Declaration and its Palette of measures for reducing phosphorus and nitrogen losses from agriculture and 
contribution of agricultural sector to reaching nutrient reduction targets, as well as relevant HELCOM 
Recommendations. 

The Group will produce and contribute, as appropriate, to relevant deliverables and milestones of the 
Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach in a manner coordinated with other ongoing HELCOM 
processes. The group will cooperate with other subsidiary bodies i.e. on cross cutting issues, including with 
GEAR to the extent necessary for GEAR to ensure integration and coherence of work to reach Good 
Environmental Status of the marine environment across the working groups. It will utilize in their work 
relevant information produced by HELCOM subsidiary bodies and projects, and elsewhere, such as results of 
Pollution Load Compilations, follow-up of the nutrient reduction scheme, holistic assessments.  

It should be recognized that for the EU Member states, the European Union has exclusive competence in the 
matter of agriculture policy. The Group should create added value, for the HELCOM countries being EU 
members, in relation to the work on implementation of EU legislation, taking into account the specific needs 
of the Baltic Sea.  

The Group will meet once per year / three times per two years taking into account any window of 
opportunities for contributing to or interacting with other processes. The ToR of the Group will be time-
limited (5 years) and could be extended upon agreement of the HoDs. 

Terms of Reference of the Group Sustainable Agricultural Practices 

The duties of the Group are to: 

A. Advise the Commission in carrying out its duties under Article 20 of the Helsinki Convention, especially 

in relation to Articles 3, 6, 16, 24 as well as Annexes II and III (Part II); 

B. Provide support and make proposals for the implementation of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan, 

Ministerial Declarations and HELCOM Recommendations in the area of its expertise according to the 

existing priorities as well as requests by the Heads of Delegations and subsidiary bodies. This may include 

proposals for strategies, guidelines and recommendations. 

To fulfill these duties the Group will: 

1. By 2016 review and an update part II of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention, in order to better serve the 
purposes of reaching Good Environmental Status, and implementation and enforcement of the 
provisions, in particular taking into account the following commitments of the Contracting Parties of the 
Copenhagen Ministerial Meeting:  

4(N) WE AGREE to initiate activity to Identify/verify areas critical to N and P losses, utilizing the 
available data and as a starting point, to enable directing targeted and cost-effective measures where 
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they can bring the greatest environmental effect, e.g. compulsory measures on manure handling 
(storage and application) for installations of intensive rearing of cattle, poultry and pigs; 

7(N) WE DECIDE to investigate measures to reduce nutrient surplus in fertilization practices to reach 
nutrient balanced fertilization with the objective to come to an agreement on national level by 2018; 

8(N) WE AGREE to promote and advance towards applying by 2018 at the latest annual nutrient 
accounting at farm level taking into account soil and climate conditions giving the possibility to reach 
nutrient balanced fertilization and reduce nutrient losses at regional level in the countries, noting the 
positive examples of mandatory requirements on nutrient bookkeeping in some HELCOM countries 
and with an aim to apply it region-wide, as a first step, in areas critical to nutrient losses; 

2. Support development by 2016 of national guidelines or standards for nutrient content in manure, and 
develop by 2018 guidelines/recommendation on the use of such standards; 
 

3. Promote development of appropriate methodology for phosphorus recycling (especially in agriculture 
and waste water treatment);  

 
4. Enhance transfer of knowledge and technology and exchange of good examples; 

 
5. Exchange experiences and ideas for potential development of policy instruments, both voluntary and 

mandatory, as well as measures for improved farm nutrient management. 
 

The Group will report to the Heads of Delegation. 
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TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR HELCOM GROUP ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ECOSYSTEM APPROACH (HELCOM GEAR) 

The Group for the Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach will work towards region-wide co-operation 
on all elements of national marine strategies, building both on national activities based on a legal framework 
and HELCOM’s work, such as HELCOM’s coordinated monitoring programmes, core indicators with good 
environmental status boundaries, thematic and integrated assessment reports, including assessment of 
pressures on the marine environment, as well as commonly agreed measures, with the view to facilitate 
adaptive management and strive for improved state of the Baltic Sea.  

The Group will serve as a regional instrument for the national work of the HELCOM EU Contracting States in 
implementing the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive. For the MSFD related coordination for those 
Contracting Parties that are also EU member states, the tasks of the group will in particular cover Articles 8 
(Assessment), 9 (Determination of good environmental status), 10 (Establishment of environmental targets), 
11 (Monitoring programmes) and 13 (Programmes of measures).  

It will also include coordination with activities under the Maritime Doctrine of the Russian Federation. 

The integration and coherence between the working groups and coherent implementation of the ecosystem 

approach in HELCOM (reflected with dashed line in the organogram on the HELCOM working structure) will 

be the specific role of GEAR, in practice requiring that GEAR will continue planning activities that support 

regional coordination, steering the development in relevant projects and of relevant deliverables according 

to the Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach. GEAR will also continue to serve as initiator 

of the processes and review the relevant deliverables to guarantee that these have an optimal timing and 

content responding to management and policy needs. GEAR, however, will not be expected to verify 

scientific-technical content of any deliverables and that task should rest at the other subsidiary bodies. By 

this, GEAR will be facilitating the work and decision-making of the Heads of Delegation, and HOD will have 

possibility to focus the discussions on more strategic and policy relevant issues, since the scientific-technical 

outcomes will be coordinated from the management needs perspective by GEAR.   

GEAR will analyse relationships between activities of HELCOM and EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region and 

propose ways on how to get better synergies in the implementation and improve coordination between 

HELCOM and the EU Strategy. 

Based on the general rule that projects are decided by the Heads of Delegation, the Group will have an 

initiative to propose setting up projects. 

Meetings will be scheduled to keep up with the HELCOM activities and coordinate with other relevant 

meetings.  

Terms of Reference of the Group 

Background  

The HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) adopted by HELCOM in 2007 contains a set of actions to achieve 
a Baltic Sea in Good Environmental Status by 2021.  

For those HELCOM Contracting Parties being also EU Member States the EU Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive (MSFD, 2008/56/EC) establishes a framework within which the Member States shall take the 
necessary measures to achieve or maintain good environmental status of the marine environment by the 
year 2020 at the latest (Article 1).  

For the Russian Federation, the relevant policy document enhancing the delivery of good environmental 
status is the Maritime Doctrine of the Russian Federation.  

The HELCOM Moscow Ministerial Declaration on the implementation of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan 
(2010) inter alia:  

 stresses that shared scientific understanding and quantification of the good environmental status are to 
be used in policy making at the international, regional and national levels,  
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 contains the decisions:  

 to develop the role of HELCOM as the main driving force of the implementation of the ecosystem 
approach to the management of human activities in the Baltic Sea marine area,  

 to establish, for those HELCOM Contracting Parties being also EU Member States, the role of HELCOM 
as the coordination platform for the regional implementation of the EU Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive (MSFD), including striving for harmonised national marine strategies for achieving good 
environmental status according to the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan and the EU MSFD,  

 that core set of indicators with quantitative targets shall be developed for each of the segments of 
the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan, while ensuring that the indicators can also be used for the other 
international monitoring and reporting requirements inter alia the EU Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive,  

The HELCOM Copenhagen Ministerial Declaration (2013) states that in order to further align the 
implementation of the ecosystem approach through HELCOM BSAP, MSFD implemented by the HELCOM 
contracting Parties being also EU Member States and the Maritime doctrine of the Russian Federation, the 
Contracting Parties decided to: 

- promote the regional knowledge and specificities of the Baltic Sea at the European and international 
fora; 

- use limited resources effectively by better drawing on synergies between the work of HELCOM, other 
relevant international organizations, including Regional Seas Organizations, and the Common MSFD 
Implementation Strategy; 

- produce joint documentation in support of regional coordination and coherence – “Baltic Sea roof 
reports”.  

 

The duties of HELCOM GEAR are to: 

A. Advise the Commission in discharging its duties under Article 20 of the Helsinki Convention. 

B. Steer the process of successful implementation of the HELCOM BSAP and subsequent decisions of the 
HELCOM Ministerial Meetings from managerial point of view, to meet the ecological objectives and 
achieve good ecological/ environmental status of the Baltic Sea by 2021 at the latest, as well as propose 
“Baltic Sea roof reports”, strategies, and recommendation according to the existing priorities as well as 
requests by the Heads of Delegation. 

To fulfill these duties the Group will: 

1. Act as the responsible body for the regional coordination for the implementation of the MSFD, for those 
Contracting Parties that are also EU Member States, and to include coordination with activities under the 
Maritime Doctrine of the Russian Federation, with the aim to achieve respective coherent national 
marine strategies (Assessments; Determination of Good Environmental Status; Establishment of 
environmental targets; Monitoring programmes, Programmes of measures); 
 

2. Identify areas where there is a need for consistency and opportunities for cooperation and coordination 
between HELCOM and other Regional Seas Conventions focusing on OSPAR and the Black Sea 
Commission; 

 

3. Serve as a platform for exchange of information on related national activities and link the implementation 
of the BSAP and subsequent decisions of the HELCOM Ministerial Meetings to activities under other 
international frameworks, especially the Marine Strategy Framework Directive for those Contracting 
Parties that are also EU Member States, including ensuring that national programmes of measures are 
developed towards the same directions to meet the common goals and thus they incorporate and 
reinforce the BSAP measures and HELCOM recommendations in national work; 
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4.  Act as a managerial level coordination body and give guidance and ensure coordination of scientific and 
technical activities of HELCOM, including to: 

a) integrate and utilize the work of other working groups and projects so as to ensure the 
implementation of the ecosystem approach, 

b) communicate the needs for activities and deliverables (e.g. their content and timing) to other 
HELCOM subsidiary bodies, 

c) see to the timely finalization of the processes and delivery of products, following the scrutiny in 
the scientific and technical working groups, 

d) propose/initiate projects according to HELCOM needs, 
e) assist and guide in identifying funding to implement relevant activities in accordance with the 

Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach.  
 

Participation  

The Group for the Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach will preferably consist of nominated 
representatives of HELCOM Contracting Parties who work nationally to implement the Baltic Sea Action Plan 
and/or the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD). Chairs and Vice-Chairs of HELCOM subsidiary 
bodies will be invited to the Meetings. In addition, HELCOM observers will be invited to participate. HELCOM 
GEAR may invite additional experts on a case by case basis to participate in its work.  

The Group will report to the HELCOM HODs. 
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                                                                                  Renewed HELCOM working structure 
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS  

HELCOM HOD 46-
2014 

Date 

dd.mm.yy 
Title Submitted by 

1-1  DEC 17.04.2014 Provisional Agenda Executive Secretary 

1-2  DEC 17.04.2014 Annotations to the Provisional Agenda Executive Secretary 

2-1  CMNT 15.08.2014 HELCOM priorities during the Estonian 
Chairmanship (1 July 2014 - 30 June 2016) 

Estonia 

2-1-Add.1  CMNT 05.09.2014 Regional Measures to reach Goals set within 
HELCOM’s Estonian Chairmanship Priorities 

Estonia 

3-1  DEC 17.04.2014 Outcome of the 4th Meeting of the Streamlining 
Task Group 2 April 2014 

Executive Secretary 

3-2  DEC 17.04.2014 Draft Terms of Reference for the new HELCOM 
Groups and HELCOM GEAR 

Executive Secretary 

3-2-WP.1  DEC 16.09.2014 Draft Terms of Reference for the new HELCOM 
Groups and HELCOM GEAR 

Executive Secretary 

3-2-WP.2  DEC 17.09.2014 Draft Terms of Reference for the new HELCOM 
Groups and HELCOM GEAR 

Executive Secretary 

4-1  DEC 17.04.2014 Main outcomes of the 6th Meeting of HELCOM 
Baltic Agriculture and Environment Forum 

Executive Secretary 

4-2  DEC 19.06.2014 Final draft revised HELCOM Guidelines for 
Management of Dredged Material at Sea 

Executive Secretary 

4-3  DEC 19.06.2014 Main outcomes of the 10th Meeting of HELCOM 
Fisheries and Environment Forum 

Executive Secretary 

4-4  DEC 19.06.2014 Extracts of MONAS 20-2014 and MORE 9-2014 Executive Secretary 

4-5  DEC 19.06.2014 Extracts of HABITAT 16-2014 Executive Secretary 

4-6  DEC 19.06.2014 Outcome of GEAR 6-2014 Executive Secretary 

4-7  DEC 26.06.2014 Outcome of the First Regional Workshop for the 
Action Plan on Marine Litter 

Germany and 
Executive Secretary 

4-8  DEC 26.06.2014 Proposal for updated Terms of Reference for 
HELCOM AIS EWG 

Executive Secretary 

4-9  DEC 26.06.2014 Main outcomes of LAND 19-2014 Executive Secretary 

4-10  DEC 26.06.2014 Draft Terms of Reference for HELCOM-OSPAR TG 
BALLAST 2014-2015 

Executive Secretary 

4-11  DEC 26.06.2014 Final draft project description for HELCOM HOLAS 
II 

Executive Secretary 

4-12  DEC 26.08.2014 Outcome of GEAR 7-2014 Executive Secretary 

4-13  INF 26.08.2014 Priorities for MSFD programmes and measures; 
Joint NGO paper 

CCB 

4-14  DEC 26.08.2014  Outcome of HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG 9-2014 and 
related activities 

Executive Secretary 

4-15  DEC 26.08.2014 Proposal for establishing a subgroup on MSP data 
to HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG 

Executive Secretary 

4-16  DEC 26.08.2014 BASE Project Final Report PIU and the Russian 
Partner 
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4-17  INF 26.08.2014 Information on progress with follow-up of the 
HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme 

Executive Secretary 

4-18  DEC 26.08.2014 Draft final report of the PLC-5.5 project Executive Secretary 

4-19  DEC 28.08.2014 SEA directive and Espoo Convention requirements 
for the MSFD Program of measures (PoM) 

CCB 

4-20  DEC 04.09.2014 Internal load of plant nutrients in the Baltic Sea Sweden 

4-21  DEC 09.09.2014 Draft Guidelines for the annual and periodical 
compilation and reporting of waterborne pollution 
inputs to the Baltic Sea (PLC-water) 

Executive Secretary 

4-22  INF 10.09.2014 Joint CCB and FISH considerations regarding 
ecosystem-based multi-species management in the 
Baltic Sea 

CCB 

4-23  INF 10.09.2014 Legal implications of the CFP and NATURA 2000 CCB 

4-24  INF 10.09.2014 Request for active involvement in the development 
of fisheries measures necessary for the compliance 
with obligations under Union environmental and 
nature legislation 

CCB 

4-25  INF 10.09.2014 Report on Industrial Livestock Farming in the Baltic 
Sea Region – Environmental Protection Context 

CCB 

4-26  INF 10.09.2014 Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) position paper on 
principles and requirements for Sustainable 
Aquaculture in the Baltic Sea Region 

CCB 

4-27  INF 10.09.2014 Priorities for environmentally responsible 
aquaculture in the EU; Joint NGO paper – August 
2014 

CCB 

4-28  INF 10.09.2014 Report on development of HELCOM 
Recommendation on measures aimed at the 
reduction of discharges from fresh water and 
marine aquaculture 

Executive Secretary 

5-1  DEC 15.08.2014 Proposal for modernized observer guidelines Executive Secretary 

5-2  DEC 26.08.2014 Revised budget estimate for 2015-2016 and 
revised budget frame for the future years 

Executive Secretary 

6-1  INF 26.08.2014 Proposal on the use of the Best Available 
Technology (BAT) in wastewater treatment plants 
(WWTP) in the Baltic Sea 

Executive Secretary 

6-2  INF 26.08.2014 Proposal on aquaculture in Recirculating 
Aquaculture Systems 

Executive Secretary 

6-3  INF 26.08.2014 HELCOM and other meetings in 2014-2015 Executive Secretary 

6-4  CMNT 26.08.2014 Follow-up on HELCOM Communication Strategy Information Secretary 

6-5  INF 16.09.2014 International Conference «Impact of Shipping on 
Air in Northern Europe», St. Petersburg, Russian 
Federation, 30 September – 1 October 2014 

Russian Federation 

7-1  DEC 01.09.2014 Preparations for HELCOM 36-2015 Chair and Executive 
Secretary 

8-1  DEC 17.09.2014 Draft Outcome of HOD 46-2014 Executive Secretary 

 


